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The U.S. Department of Energy’s Clean 
Cities program and its 86 coalitions 
across the nation reached a major 
petroleum-reduction milestone—
reducing one billion gallons in 2013 
alone. This keeps the Clean Cities 
program on track to meet its ambitious 
petroleum-reduction goal of 2.5 billion 
gallons a year by 2020, thereby reducing 
or preventing many harmful vehicle 
emissions created by burning fossil fuels.

Reducing America’s oil dependence 
along with our transportation system’s 
environmental footprint are at the heart 

of the Clean Cities effort. Nationwide, 
Clean Cities and its stakeholders 
prevented the production of 7.5 million 
tons of greenhouse gases in 2013. This 
is equivalent to removing more than 1.5 
million cars from the road! 

None of this could be possible without 
the endless, hard work of the Clean Cities 
coalitions across the country and the 
14,000 stakeholders with whom they work.

 “From 15 million gallons in its first year 
to a cumulative 6.4 billion through 2013, 
Clean Cities is shifting transportation away 

the tennessee Clean fuels Advisor is a publication of the three 
Clean Cities coalitions in tennessee which are part of the 
u.s. doe Clean Cities Program. this project is funded under an 
agreement with the state of tennessee.

inSide thiS iSSue

from petroleum one vehicle, fleet and 
community at a time,” said Clean Cities 
National Director Dennis Smith. “The 
collaborations and relationships that local 
coalitions create are key to our national 
success.” 

The Department of Energy launched the 
national Clean Cities program in 1993, and 
we appreciate that you have been a key 
contributor to the program’s mission!

Thank you for being a part of this 
significant achievement and for your 
dedication to cleaner, alternative fuels. 
We look forward to working with you on 
even greater achievements and can’t wait 
to see the reduction numbers for 2014! 

one Billion gallons Per Year and Counting!

BRIngIng ALteRnAtIVe fueLs to the foRefRont In tennessee
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2    CLeAn fueLs of west tennessee

In 2012, the City of Covington, which lies 
northeast of Memphis, embarked on a 
project to install a biomass gasifier. The 
waste-to-energy plant processes municipal 
wood waste and sewage sludge to create 
electricity that offsets the energy used 
by the waste water treatment plant. The 
output of the gasifier runs an organic 
Rankine-cycle electric generator to power 
the treatment plant. 

Robert Simpson, Director of Public Works 
for the City of Covington, says they use  
the biomass gasifier primarily to avoid 
hauling their waste to a landfill in Brighton, 
Tennessee. Simpson notes that they are 
saving about $108 on diesel fuel and 
landfill tipping fees on each avoided trip.

The gasifier handles roughly 10 tons of  
wood waste each day along with two tons  
of sewer sludge. Covington is now diverting 
over 4,000 pounds of waste from landfills 
each year and saves thousands of dollars 
each month that can go towards more 
important needs and projects. In addition, 
they have created a reduction in carbon 
emissions from reduced miles driven and 
electricity use.

There was such an impressive turnout of 
electric and hybrid vehicles for the 2013 
National Plug In Day in Memphis that 
West Tennessee’s Clean Cities sent out a 
call for individuals interested in EVs and 
hybrids to discuss forming an EV Club. 
Again, the response was overwhelming, 
and the Mid-South EV Club was 
officially formed in late 2013! 

Under leadership of inaugural President 
Clint Bray, the club is flourishing and 
showing the public just how much EV  
owners love their cars! The club featured 
vehicles at the 2014 National Drive 
Electric Day at Shelby Farms, Tiger Blue  
Goes Green at the University of Memphis, 
the introduction of the Electric Harley 
Davidson at the Bumpus Harley Davidson 
dealership and the Collierville Christmas 
Parade! Learn more by searching for 
Mid-South EV Club on Facebook.

PAuL RICe
731-298-6447
mrpfrice@aeneas.net
www.cfwt.tn.org

f a s t  f a c t :  
on average, the cost to operate 
an electric vehicle is about 
one-fourth that of an equivalent 
gasoline-powered vehicle. 
electric vehicles also have fewer 
moving parts and require less 
periodic maintenance as well.

The City contracted with PHG Energy 
of Nashville for the construction of the 
gasifier. The system is modular and can 
easily be upgraded depending on the size 
and needs of municipalities.

tennessee City turns waste to energy

mid-south eV Club Rides strong

mid-south eV Club president Clint Bray (far left) with eV enthusiasts and club members at 
shelby farms in memphis.

the biomass gasification plant turns wood waste and sewer sludge into energy, saving on 
landfill tipping fees, carbon emissions and electricity use. Photo courtesy of Phg energy.
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Tennessee continues to expand its offerings 
of E85 flex fuel and biodiesel blends, 
supporting our nation’s economy and work 
force while reducing our use of petroleum.

As of mid-January, there were 55 E85 
stations and 22 stations offering B20 or 
higher biodiesel blends in Tennessee. As 
you can imagine, most of these stations 
are near larger cities, with some scattered 
in the more rural areas of the state.

Notably, we may begin seeing E15 in the 
near future. This higher-octane fuel is 
currently offered at 78 stations in 12 states 
including our southern neighbor, Florida. 
E15 has been approved for use in model 
year 2001 and newer cars, light-duty 
trucks, medium-duty passenger vehicles 
(like SUVs) and all flex fuel vehicles. 

E15 is not offered in Tennessee yet, 
but keep your eyes open for this new 
fuel offering. While not considered an 
alternative fuel, E15 will help to reduce our 
use of foreign petroleum just as E85 does.

Visit the Alternative Fuels Data Center’s 
station locator tool to find alternative fuel 

stations in your area or anywhere in the U.S.  
(www.afdc.energy.gov/locator/stations). 
For more information on E15, visit the 
Renewable Fuels Association online at  
www.ethanolRFA.org or www.E15fuel.org.

Looking back on 2014, it proved to be 
a busy year for natural gas growth in 
Middle Tennessee! Three new, public 
compressed natural gas stations opened 
last year in Nashville, and we’re proud of 
all that our partners have accomplished!

Piedmont Natural Gas CNG Station
• 541 Spence Lane
• Station is open to the public

Pacific Pride CNG Station
• 402 North First Street
• Must have an account with Trillium 

CNG to access this station

Waste Management CNG Station
• 1428 Antioch Pike
• Station is open to the public

3    mIddLe tennessee CLeAn fueLs

f a s t  f a c t :  
e15 fuel has undergone more 
rigorous testing than any other 
automotive fuel introduced to 
the market to date.

Biofuels Continue to grow in tennessee

nashville’s natural gas Boost

Rob Jewell, tri-star energy and Atha Comiskey, middle tennessee Clean fuels at the Pacific 
Pride Cng station grand opening in downtown nashville.

Joshua Renner, manager of thornton’s on Lebanon Road in nashville, fills up his flex fuel 
dodge truck with thornton’s e85.
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Existing TSE Site

Major City/Thoroughfare

Planned TSE Site  
through Project

FLORIDA

MISSISSIPPI

ETCleanFuels, along with six other Clean 
Cities coalitions and countless other 
partners, is embarking on a new project: 
bringing more truck stop electrification 
(TSE) sites to Southeastern states. 

TSE allows truck drivers to turn off their 
engine and still have access to amenities like 
HVAC, Wi-Fi and cable through convenient 
units that fit in the driver-side window 
or via electrical connections to shore 
power. The Crossroads TSE Project is 
an EPA-funded grant that will bring TSE 
to six sites in five states, reducing fuel 
expenses and harmful emissions at the 
same time. 

One significant portion of this project 
is to provide education and outreach 
about TSE and its many benefits. A 
dedicated team is charged with an end 
goal of increasing TSE usage across the  
Southeastern states by 10% by the end of 
the grant, a lofty but attainable goal.

The outreach message will cover 

Beginning in 2013, Speedway started 
opening new convenience stores in East 
Tennessee in the Chattanooga area and 
has been adding more stations along 
I-75. To the benefit of regional citizens, 
almost all of these locations are offering 
E85! Several of these locations were part 
of the I-75 Green Corridor Project (visit 
www.CleanFuelsCorridor.com). 

As of early December 2014, Speedway 
had seven new convenience stores that 
have E85 in East Tennessee: four are in 
Chattanooga between East Ridge and 
the northeast corner of town, two are 
in Cleveland and one is in Athens. Our 
understanding is that more are on the 
way for this region, so watch out for 
new Speedway locations near you. If you 
would like to find a Speedway that offers 
E85, just visit www.speedway.com and 
see the “Find the Speedway nearest you” 
box at bottom left to search for your city 
or region. Additionally, the website shows 
current pricing at all their stations.

4    eAst tennessee CLeAn fueLs

important aspects of TSE usage, such as 
general awareness of the technology, 
the benefits of using TSE and current 
and future TSE sites. Partners will work 
through social media, local media 
channels and within the project’s 
website to reach new audiences and stay 
connected with existing ones.

Stay tuned for updates on this project 
and for the release of the website for 
more information. If you are interested 
in becoming part of the outreach team, 
contact Jonathan Overly.

Perhaps most importantly, Speedway is 
doing a great job with their E85 pricing. 
Before the precipitous drop in petroleum 
prices in fall 2014, several stations showed 
a $0.50–0.60 price difference between 
E85 and regular gasoline. Thanks for 
diversifying our fuel options, Speedway!

f a s t  f a c t :  
the Alternative fuels data Center 
has a listing of every tse location 
in the u.s. by state. to see the 
complete list and map visit:
  
www.afdc.energy.gov/truckstop

f a s t  f a c t :  
one unit of energy invested in 
making ethanol yields about 2.3 
units of energy that is available 
to the consumer, giving ethanol 
a positive energy balance. Can 
gasoline or diesel say the same?

electrifying Class 8

speedway makes headway for e85 flex fuel

the Crossroads tse Project will expand 
truck stop electrification throughout six 
southeastern states, reducing fuel expenses 
and harmful emissions simultaneously.

the sign in front of the Athens, tn speedway shows gasoline (e10), e85, and diesel prices 
(september 2014).



D i D y o u k n o w?

Clean Cities coalitions and partners work together to provide information 
on alternative fuel stations for the Alternative Fuel Data Center’s station 
locator tool.  

By logging on to www.afdc.energy.gov, you can get specific information 
on station locations for any alternative fuel! Station data is updated on 
at least a quarterly basis, so check back for updates.

The station locator tool can 
help you find the stations and 
fuels that you need, whether it’s 
electric vehicle charging stations 
around Nashville...

E85 stations near Chattanooga...

or all the alternative fuels 
in the Memphis area.

You can search for stations 
anywhere in the U.S.!

5    tennessee CLeAn CItIes & PARtneRs

tennessee’s CLeAn fueL PARtneRs ARe doIng some  
really important work. CheCk out whAt’s hAPPenIng.



the tennessee department of transportation will 
announce CmAQ grant funding for projects that 
reduce vehicular emissions including Pm 2.5 (fine 
particle) pollution from diesel engines. there will be 
two separate funding opportunities.

one opportunity is focused on Pm 2.5 emissions 
reductions from diesel engines; the other will include 
nox, VoC and Pm reductions from gasoline or diesel 
vehicles.

funding will be available for projects that reduce 
emissions from on-road and some non-road 
engines in tennessee air quality nonattainment and 
maintenance areas.

for final details on this grant opportunity, visit 
www.tn.gov/tdot/cmaq.
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Congestion mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement (CmAQ) funding

As part of a grant from the tennessee 
department of transportation, 
tennessee’s Clean Cities coalitions 
are hosting a series of biofuel-focused 
webinars, which are free and open  
to everyone.

there will be at least one webinar 
each month through June 2015. 

topics will focus on e85 or B20 and will include: the 
impact of the Rfs, fleet biofuel success stories, biofuel 
economics, myths and facts and other important issues.

Contact your regional coordinator for more information 
or visit us online. 

www.etcleanfuels.org/webinars.html

don’t mIss: 
tennessee’s Biofuels webinar series

tennessee Clean Fuels advisor
311 Conference Center Building
knoxville, tn  37996-4134
www.etcleanfuels.org/tcfa.html

anyone can sign up to receive the tennessee Clean Fuels advisor!
Just email info@etcleanfuels.org with the subject “Sign me up for the advisor,” and provide your mailing address.


